






             In my first year of college, when everybody was busy trying to figure out their 
purpose and areas of interests, I found mine in Firebolt Racing. Seeing the ATV run in the 
college campus back then mesmerised me and made an impact so strong that in that 
instant, I knew that I wanted to be a part of this team. Unfortunately, in my first aempt, I 
wasn’t able to clear the wrien test. But I didn’t let this setback demovate me as I worked 
even harder for the recruitments that followed and made it to the glorious team. The 
journey from being a member in the team in my first year to leading the team as its captain 
in in my final year, has been exhilarang and I feel fortunate to have shared this journey with 
some of the best people I have met in my life. In the 4 years that have passed, Firebolt has 
become an integral part of my life and it has shaped me into the confident and versale 
person I am today. Leading the team has never been easy but doing it while the ravages of 
a global pandemic hit hard, it was difficult. The event changed its format and transioned 
into a virtual simulaon-based event; new obstacles were introduced for us to overcome. 
Also, parcipang in our first ever internaonal event was a challenge in itself. Every 
membermember of the team deserves and shares equal credits for their efforts, but the season was 
not perfect as we had our fair share of failures which had to be embraced and worked upon 
to come back stronger with an indomitable spirit. To the present team members, I only 
have one thing to say, you can never give enough to the team, the team will have more to 
give to you; so be dedicated and take the legacy of Firebolt Racing to greater heights. Good 
luck and stay FIREBOLTED FOREVER!”

                   
                 I sll remember 11 September 2017 as the day of my selecon at Firebolt Racing. 
FFrom the first day interacon to this day, every day has been unique and filled with different 
challenges and adventures. My journey in the team has been no less than a rollercoaster. It 
transformed me from a quiet, shy, technical member to an outgoing member adept at 
designing the powertrain system, boldly negoang deals, pioneering the DAQ department 
and becoming the Vice-Captain of this team. The BAJA Event every year teaches us to 
embrace challenges and this year turned into a virtual event. We quickly adapted to the 
online mode of meengs and focussed on our first ever 4WD design. We also get exposure 
toto the internaonal BAJA Event for the first me, although conducted virtually. I am eagerly 
waing for the day our team will carry the Tricolour and represent our country at the 
internaonal level physically. This season we realized the importance of interdepartmental 
co-ordinaon. The lessons learned over these years have been invaluable and I am sure the 
future batches will ulize them to enhance the team’s performance. I got the opportunity 
to interact with the best seniors, batchmates and juniors. It was great experience 
connecng with the team Alumni, in spite of not meeng quite a few, they connue to 
spaspare their valuable me for the team and guide us. My message to the future batches is to 
keep exploring and innovang. Every challenge is an opportunity to learn and innovate. 
Tough situaons don’t last, but tough people do. The BAJA SAE 2020 Indore event taught 
me what leadership and camaraderie is all about. I am confident that the future batches will 
take the team to greater heights and connue the team’s legacy. Remember to 
MakeRideWinRepeat and Stay Firebolted!”
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                For most of us, clubs in a college campus are meant for leisure and exploraon of 
hidden talents or interests, but Firebolt Racing was not just a regular club I joined. It 
appealed to me in mulple ways, right from the inducon video, recruitment interview 
and early months of my tenure as a member to the dirt-clad royal ATV that the team built, 
everything was a sight to behold and an archive of knowledge. Starng out as a member 
of the management sub-team and leading the team as the Vice-Captain and Management 
Head, was a journey that words cannot fathom. I have seen the highs and lows of the team 
andand of the members and I have learnt about life more than any text book could have ever 
taught me.  During the first review meeng, the, then Captain had asked, “Why should you 
be kept in the team?” and my response was, “I’ll give the team its first internaonal 
event”. I am glad to have been able to live up to my word. We parcipated in our first ever 
internaonal event this year and we surpassed expectaons for a maiden snt. The new 
normal had most certainly tweaked the way compe ons were arranged this year and we 
failed to put up a great show at BAJA SAE INDIA but I believe that failures improve the 
ggame like nothing else does. To get up aer you get bogged down is perhaps easy, but to 
help the team get up altogether is a feat that I am proud of pulling off. Lastly, to my juniors, 
it’s been a tough year ahead amidst the raging pandemic. All I can say is push yourself, do 
every work assigned and push yourself harder, and when you look back you’ll see a 
different yourself at the end of the finish line and will be glad to have had the chance to be 
Firebolted Forever”   

                 When I joined the college, I, like my fellow batchmates was engaged in a blind rush 
to join different clubs, with a hope to somehow land up in that one “perfect” club, and for 
me, this rush ended when I joined Firebolt. My love towards the club started right from the 
day I witnessed the metallic beast during one of the club’s presentaon, the roaring sound 
its engine made, while revving up, seemed to perfectly resonate with my heartbeats, while 
its performance srred me up from within. I worked hard for the club, and believe me, 
when I retrospect today, the club seemed to work harder on me, for I had experienced so 
mamany emoons, learned so many skills, and was definitely shaped up into a beer person 
during my journey. Later, I was given the responsibility of the managing the club, and the 
greater I devoted myself to the club, the beer I felt and the beer I grew up. This year, the 
pandemic did impose numerous roadblocks in our way, and managing the technical and 
management subdivisions became extremely difficult, thanks to the online mode of life, 
but I do praise all the team members for their unparalleled efforts even in these tough 
mes. Overall, the season was decent, with mixed results, but definitely, it was a great 
sousource of experience for everyone, and I’m sure that it has pushed everyone to strive even 
beer for the next season. Lastly, there’s only one thing I would like to convey to my juniors, 
that there is no substute of hard work in this parcular club, so work hard, and believe 
me, the club will develop and shape you in ways even you can’t imagine or noce as of now. 
Just keep up the good work and stay Firebolted Forever!”
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Aer a perfect plan , we had to think of its execuon. Every 
member of our team was designated a task according to the 
subteam and best suited to the areas of experse. Weekly 
meengs were held to get to the core of every difficulty and 
problem encountered by our members during the week. 
The dedicaon, pereseverence and persistent efforts went on 
about for almost the whole year. 
As a As a consequence of which we were able to bag top ranks!!

Adaptaon is the key for growth, everyone is aware of that, and 
thus we had to adapt to the “new normal” as soon as possible. 
Working on the same, we first began by jo ng down an overview 
of the situaon, and analyzing the facts. With a careful 
examinaon of the situaon, numerous praccal observaons 
and real-life examples, we finally came up with a plan.

Mulple roadblocks owing to the pandemic seemed like 
insurmountable boulders. But with strategies and new changes in 
our workflow we were abe to overcome all the problems that 
bothered us. Improvements in communicaon, social media 
outreach, processing, designing on novel sowares, e-learning 
and remote tasks helped us in accomplishing our target in a 
prompt manner.

Along with the other repercussions of the pandemic, came the 
universally accepted online way of life, with educaon, jobs and 
even healthcare going online, the BAJA events too weren’t an 
excepon. The idea of an online motorsport event definitely gave 
us chills inially, as this was the first me that such an event was 
going to happen. But backing out was never an opon!

COVIDTHE
NEW NORMAL

EXECUTION
COMBATING DIFFICULTIES

THE PLAN
THE STRUGGLES
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